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This special issue publishes a selection of works presented at the XIV Conference on 

Environmental Psychology, held in Évora in June 2017, under the auspices of PSICAMB-

Asociación de Psicología Ambiental. 

The theme of the conference, "Places and Human Behaviour: From Local to Global", 

intended to highlight the spirit of past and present environmental psychology - the study 

of human behaviour contextualized in space -, and to cover a number of possible 

different approaches, from very delimited spaces to different types of places to the 

global dimension of human behaviour and the challenges humankind is facing today. 

The works presented at the conference (in different formats such as keynotes, symposia, 

oral presentations and posters) followed its motto, focusing on the study of questions 

related to quality of life and the challenges that humanity faces today. Accordingly, the 

articles selected in this special issue present research about human and social 

psychological processes involved in different types of local and global contexts. 

Two of the articles are works presented by two young researchers, Minh-Xuan Truong 

et al. and Samuel Domingos et al., winners of the Fourth Edition of the Rocío Martín 

Herreros Environmental Psychology Research Award (Premio Rocío Martín Herreros 

de Investigación en Psicología Ambiental). 
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This special issue compiles eleven articles covering mainly two areas of research in 

environmental psychology that have seen an important development in recent years: the 

human relation to nature, identity and well-being, and the perception of risks, 

vulnerability and coping. 

The first group of articles addresses the study of human relation to nature, and its 

impact on identity and well-being. Their authors hail from the research area that studies 

the affective and cognitive ties to nature, and intends to understand how contact with 

nature can contribute to human well-being. Furthermore, two articles are inscribed 

within an applied approach, one to a health context situation and another to an urban 

context. 

The first article from Rocío Martín Award-winner Truong, along with Bonnefoy and 

Prévot, presents an innovative research work revealing the importance of taking into 

account the variety of sensory dimensions of human-nature experiences. The remaining 

two articles (by Mena-García, Olivos, Loureiro and Navarro, and by Navarro et al.), 

present studies about affective and identity processes related to nature, and their 

corresponding effects on memory, well-being and environmental behaviour. Both are 

framed within the research tradition claiming the importance of affective and cognitive 

ties to nature, and underlining the need to understand how these can contribute to 

human well-being. Additionally, the Navarro et al. article addresses the role of 

spirituality in these processes. 

Following an applied approach to human health, namely to the physiotherapy context, 

the experimental study of Reis et al. uses a virtual reality environment to test the 

influence of the positive distraction effect of natural environments. 

Considering the relevance of urban contexts in the current lives of people worldwide, 

the article from Serrano-Jiménez, Lima, Barrios-Padura and Molina-Huelva addresses 

the problem of urban regeneration, and point out the importance of the presence of 

nature in urban neighbourhoods, especially for the elderly. It is also worth mentioning 

that this study adopts an interdisciplinary methodology with contributions from 

psychology and architecture.  

The second set of articles is concerned with risk perception, vulnerability and coping.  

The authors looked at risk perception from different perspectives, from the residents’ 

perspective and from the professionals’ point of view; using empirical studies or 

developed methodologies. Moreover, different types of risks are addressed: from the new 



extreme weather events or related urban fires, to coastal risks, volcanic risks or nuclear 

risks.  

Based on social representation theory, and their wide research on risk perception, Guillou 

and Meur-Ferec present a theoretical article offering a new perspective on coastal 

vulnerability analysis. The authors emphasize the importance of understanding the 

residents’ risk perception, taking into account socio-cultural factors and the residence 

context of the individuals who are likely to be affected by a given risk. Another theoretical 

article proposes a framework of data collection and coding for analysing the appraisals 

grounded on the Biopsychosocial (BPS) Model of Challenge and Threat Appraisals. Its 

authors, including Rocío Martín Award-winner Domingos, along with Gaspar, Teixeira 

da Fonseca and Marôco, developed this framework for the study of human resilience and 

coping strategies in extreme heat weather events. 

In the remaining empirical studies different methodological approaches were taken. In 

one of these studies, Batel and Pataco explore the media representation of nuclear 

facilities based on the content analysis of data from three Portuguese newspapers. 

Morgado-Pereira, Paim-Pacheco, and Estrela-Rego explore the volcanic perception of 

Civil Protection agents with responsibilities in disaster management in Azores, Portugal. 

The authors use a questionnaire to explore risk perception, risk knowledge and other 

related concepts to understand their influence on risk communication. Also, Bernardo, 

Santos, Dias and Rodrigues, in a quasi-experimental study, explore the impact of the 

experience of an urban fire on emotions and coping strategies.  

Finally, the last article, from Herranz-Pascua, Garcia-Quincoces and Diez-Gaspon, 

moving away from the theme of the previous articles, is an empirical study on the 

perception of smart grids in domestic consumers in Spain. Despite the limited knowledge 

of smart grids in the studied consumers, the results show signs of consumers’ 

predisposition to adopt more ecologically responsible behaviour. 

To showcase as many works presented in the conference as possible, this Special Issue 

publishes more articles than usual. Thus, articles are published in full only in English. 

However, four of the eleven articles will include the original Spanish versions as 

supplementary material. 
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